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New book highlights the Birds of Hamilton

Hamilton mav be best known as steel town, but it has another
claiim to fame fiew people know about

Situated at the western end of Lake Ontario, its marshes,
woods, streams and valleys abound with birds of all shapes and
sl s

Prom red-breasted robins to white pelicans, grabbing a pair of
binoeulars can often vield sur
prising results, |

With the publication of his |
book Hirds of Hamilton and Sur- |
ripteting Areas, litelong bird- |
watcher Robert (Bob) Curry wants IS
iy gel the word out that Hamilton :
and the surrounding counties are

wonderful places to find birds,

e shouled koo, After 53 years
ol amanour study, Mr Corry s wide
Iy regarded as a leading authority
on bivd study,

Tt love affnlr with winged cred-
tures began when he was only eight
years-ali.

Raosherrt narh

Living in Seotland, he saw @ pair Robert Curry has studied birds for five decades, This life-long fascination
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that will have both dyed-in-the-wool and casual birdwatchers
reaching for the book in 50 years,

I want it to stand as a definitive study, It's meant to be every-
thing known about birds and the lives of those who study them in
the Hamilton area,” Mr. Cutty said,

Starting serious work on the book six years ago, Mr. Curty chres
on the collective knowledge
amassed in nearly 100,000 bird
sighting records.

Noted Canadian author Fred
Bodswaorth, who has wrilten exten-
sively an natural history, wrote the
Hatemian
donated an ariginal work of art
that was auctloned for $18,000 o
help fund produetion,

Prafits made from the book's
sale will b donated to the Hamil-
ton Maturalist Club,

While writing Hirds af Herilton,
Mr. Curry also took on the role of
wlitor editing several chuptes con-
tributed by fellow naturalists i
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af golden eagles while ot fly fishing has culminated in the recent publication of Birds of Hamitton and Surround- bird conservation projects.

witly his father. The experience
sparked @ lifelong passion for birds.

He his been president of the Hamilton Naturalists Club, chair
of the Lang Point Bird Observatory, chair of the Ontario Bird
Recards Gaunmittee, :{nd most recently, named disxinm?_shf:d
arnithologlst by Ontario Field Ornithologists.

ALGTO pages, Birds of Hamilron is nothing short of Mr. Curry's
apus — the culmination of life dedicated w studying birds and
their conservarion.

Graced with a pairof wood ducks.painted by Robert Bateman,
M, Curry's vision is that the hardcover book be the definitive ref-
arénce that catalogues everything known about the history of
Hamilton's 286 documerited bird species.

The last time a comprehensive regional reference hit shelves
was almost a century ago when Birds of Onario was published.

Mr. Curry hopes Birds of Hamilton has the same legacy - one

Are you going through Separation or Divorce?

| can help.

Family Law' can be

manage tamily law

ing Areas, Six years In the making, the book proflos bird hot spats, species
accounts and conservation projects.

complicated. You may feel overwhelmed and vilrerable: You need good legal
advice. You need an experienced and compassionate lawyer. Family Law Solutions helps clients
problems through Collaborative Family Law, mediation, or the traditional court
svstem. We strive to resolve separation and divarce Issues efficiently and cost-affectivaly.
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Stories about rehabilitating birds
like the Bald Eagle, which ware
ance shat and poisoned a5 pests in the early part of the century
and then nursed back from the brink of local extinction.

Even after six vears of work and the belp of an army of volun-
teers, Mr. Curry smiles in acknowledgement that the Birds af
Hamilron will always be an ongoing work.

Just as Mr. Curry gave the book o the printers, hirdwatchers
found a rare ocean going bird - a Manx Shearwater, blown in on
the heels of hurricane and never hefore recorded in Hamilton
bringing Hamilton’ total species count from 385 to-386.

“I was so excited | didr’t sleep all night. 1 sat up and wrole
another chapter which I was able to squeeze inte the baok he:
said.

Birds of Hamilton and Surrounding Areas is available at local
bookstores.
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