The Read

Feathered Frenzy

When Robert Curry describes his
recent boeok as a labour of love, he's

nottalking about sorme casual hobly,
At almest 700 pages hardcaver, the

encyclopedic Birds of Hamilton s
anything but, “It's not one of those little books
that says here's what you might see inyour backyvard™ Curry
Jokes. That'san undarstatement. & cam pulsively detailad
guide to over 385 species of birds that have ever appeared
inthearea, the bookisanarmiul. Fascinating reading ferna-
bure BUffs, thaugh. You' ILfind seasanal graphs foreach spe-
cies and detailed maps of reglonal hot spots, plus entries
from top Local naturatists. Curry himsell was mentored by
George Marth, a birder doyen whose records wirs merged
with Hamilton Maturalists' Club datato farmithis landmark
rasource, IL's not thick with eve candy, but youwill find col-
our photos from sama of the top bird photographers inthe
province, drawings from noted bird illustrators David Beadle
and Pater Burke, and a cover paintad by former Lard Elgin
teacher Robert Baleman, Grabacopythrough local book ra-
tailers oreww hamittan mature.org,
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