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IN RECENT MONTHS, Royval Botanical Gardens' members have
heard us blow our harn about being a biodiversity hocspot, with
an astounding number of species of plants (over 1,100) wialing
close to 175 of Canada’s wild Nora. Well, its dme For us to ke a
deep bireath and blow again, only this time, about the significance
af our lands from an avian poine of view, Our unique grography
is part of whar makes Hamilton and area such a birding mecea;
as the newly released book Bl of Hawilten notes, Coores Paradise
is, “..undoubredly the besc overall birding location in the

[Hamilton Srudy Areal,”

The Hamilton Study Ares (o 40 km-radivs circle centred on
Dhundurn Castle) forms the boundary covered by chis landmark
volume recently published by Bob Cuny and members of the
Hamilton Naruralisis’ Club, Mo stranger to The Gardens, Bob is
a member of our Science. Horticulture and Edueation Advisory
Committee and carried our much of the bool’s carly research in
our library. As noted in the Foreword by Fred Bodsworth, Binds
of Hamilion, in a sense, compleres a circle starced in 1866 when

Hamilten businessman and politician Thomas Mcllwraich

Book review

BEARBARA McKEAN, Head of Education

compiled che fiese bied st in Oneario, Fle later wenton toowreie
the first book about Ontario birds, Sinee then, Hamileon has
continued to be a hothed of things arnithological, with many of

the Provinee's top birders cucting their cecth here;

Beautifully bound, with cover art by Robert Bateman, striking pen
illustracions, and breathraking phoros (along with a slew of crack
hirders, Hamileon can lay claim roa cadie of excepiionally mlented
bird photographers), the book includes well-wricten chaprers
comtributed by ather local birders and HNOC members, The meat
af the book is Corry's contribution — meticulous species acoounts
compiled for all 386 species that have been seen in the Hamilion
Study Area (the total was 385 species until an additonal bird —
the Manx Shearwater — was added on Augost 30 of this year).
[ncredibly detailed, these one-page descripions include information
o rarity, breeding status, and population oends, and provide i rch
source of informariem that has nod been readily available in past,
Less-experienced birders will appreciare chie “birding year’ calendar

that lists highlights to expect onoa month-ly-rmaonth basis,

Rirds of Hamilton should find its way onto the bookshell of any
arca bird lover us "the” encyelopedia of birdwarching in Harmilton,
All proceeds from che book support the conservation woek of the
Hamilton Maturalists’ Clubs purchase a pift book ar the Gardens’
gift shop and suppore the environmental work of two great local

organizations, Signed copies are available. *

Despite a large quaranting zrea in the Windsor-Essex region, emerald
ash borer was found on 3 private lotin Londan on October 24 Worss,
Canadian Food Inspection Agency officials believe that these invasive
insects may have heen in the Forest City Tor at least twa years,

This metallic green beetle was ingoduced into the US fram Asia in
woaden paceing materal, Fist found in 2002, it has destroyed over 20
million ash trees in Michigan, Dhio and Indiana, all of which have large
quarantine areas.

Cortaining it sprean is proving o be all butimpossible, however, you
can belp Lo slow it by using enly lacal firewoad, and not maving
firewnod anywhere. Monitoring ash trees s also helpful. Ash borer
lareas feed underthe bark, destraying the tree's water and food transpart
systen. After pupatian, the hallinch long aduits leave a distinctive D-
shaped hole in the bark when they emerge in spring,

Emerald ash borer one step closer to The Garaens

|

&) ash species ara aftected, anc so planting of ash may nel oe 0 angie’s
best interest according 1o Harry longerden, (rterim irectar of Hortioulture,
whio faels that, “Itis notso much a question of whether thase insacts will
arrive inour area, as when, and so homeciwners may want 16 consider
urcerplanting mature ash with ather See spacies, in pregaration.”

Field Botanist Matafie lvanyck has greal concam 23out this insect’s potertiz|
impact when it asives in our area, According to ner, "ash rees account for
approwimarely ore aut of every ten tree species hers, howsver, ash is ore
of the most successful — and otten the anly — native tree spedies
regenerating in cur patural aeas, so this poses a huge ecelogical threat,”

fish trees produce seed that serve as an impartant foad source for
tocal wildlife including grosheaks, wood ducks, deer and numerous
siriall mammezls. Royal Botanical Gardens st will ae lellowing rew ash
harer cantainment plans with great interest,
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